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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this week
the House was scheduled to take up a
measure relating to fast track trade
authority but, for some reason, it got
pulled from the schedule and we were
not told why. We know President Bush
has called fast track one of his top leg-
islative priorities, even though it will
lead to more lost jobs and even higher
trade deficits for our country. So it is
a bit of a mystery why we did not take
up this important measure.

Mr. Speaker, the President wants
fast track to pave the way for the so-
called Free Trade Agreement of the
Americas, a kind of super NAFTA. This
super NAFTA would extend NAFTA
provisions to all of the countries in our
hemisphere except Cuba. But why
would we want a super NAFTA, consid-
ering the damage that NAFTA has
caused in the past 8 years? NAFTA has
been like a tornado, ripping up jobs and
tearing apart communities from the
textile areas of the Carolinas to the ag-
ricultural valleys in California and
Florida, to the automobile industry in
the Great Lakes region.

Now, according to the Los Angeles
Times, the latest of our exports are
high-wage jobs. Before NAFTA, we had
a trade surplus with Mexico. We sent
them more than they sent us. In 1993,
in fact, before NAFTA, America held a
surplus of over $6 billion with Mexico.
Yes, that was a surplus. Where are we
today post-NAFTA? Well, we had a
trade deficit, a record deficit of nearly
$30 billion with Mexico in one year;
that is billion, translated into over
600,000 more lost jobs in our country.

Do we think the balance of accounts
was any better with Canada? Wrong.
Our trade deficit with Canada for the
year 2001 was over $50 billion. That
translates into 1 million less jobs in
our country.

Who can call this kind of policy a
success? Most estimates indicate that
more than 3 million jobs, direct and re-
lated, have been lost post-NAFTA.
Analysis shows State-by-State job loss
figures range from a low of 6,838 in
North Dakota to a high of over 364,000
in California. Other hard-hit States in-
clude my own of Ohio, but add Texas,
New York, California, Michigan, Penn-
sylvania, North Carolina, Illinois, Ten-
nessee, Florida, Indiana, Georgia, New
Jersey, each with a loss of over 100,000
good jobs. Those may sound like num-
bers to the White House or some of my
colleagues on the other side of the
aisle, but each one of those numbers is
a family fighting to put food on the
table, to pay for college and medical
costs, and is a strong indicator as well
of America’s waning manufacturing
and agricultural strength. If that is the
wave of the future, I sure do not want
any part of it.

Under the Free Trade Agreement of
the Americas, the ‘“Super NAFTA,” in-
stead of just covering Mexico and Can-
ada, now we are going to add 31 more
countries into the mix, like Argentina,
Brazil, Colombia, and Venezuela. In the
first 3 months of this year alone, we al-
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ready had a trade deficit with those
countries of $6 billion. So why would
anyone want to exacerbate a situation
which is already working against the
interests of our people?

This appears to be what the adminis-
tration is fighting for: more lost jobs,
more trade deficits. When will this job
hemorrhage end? When we have no
manufacturing base to speak of? When
our markets are flooded with agricul-
tural products from every place else in
the world?

Mr. Speaker, many of our working
families are suffering. In fact, millions
of them are. America is becoming a ba-
zaar to the world’s goods and, at the
same time, we are hollowing out our
own productive strength here at home.
It is no surprise to us here to tell the
American people that 75 cents of every
farm dollar today is Federal subsidy.
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Farmers are farming the govern-
ment, not the market. Our agricultural
policies are only working to hold the
farm credit system together so we do
not have a depression in rural America,
and in manufacturing America we have
had a depression. I do not know why it
is not on the front pages of every news-
paper in the country. We have lost over
2 million jobs, more in the last 2 years.
Talk to anybody in the integrated steel
industry. Talk to anybody in the ma-
chine tool industry. Talk to the elec-
tronics industry.

It seems to me we ought to have
trade policies that work for America
again. We should not be trading away
our good jobs, and fast track is not a
responsible plan for a secure economic
future. Why should we have a fast
track for more lost jobs and higher
trade deficits?

Someone ought to pay attention, and
we ought to reject any fast track pro-
posal that is brought to this floor.

———

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KELLER). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. CUMMINGS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. This afternoon, Mr.
Speaker, I just wanted to address this
whole issue of prescription drugs. It is
an issue that is on the forefront of the
minds of just about every senior in my
district.

Over the past year, I have visited at
least 25 senior centers, and the stories
that we are told over and over again
would bring tears to almost anyone’s
eyes. Just the other day, we had a
young lady, I say young, 70 years
young, who in a meeting of seniors said
to me, Mr. CUMMINGS, I worked all my
life. I worked very hard. Now that I am
older, I find myself unable to afford my
prescriptions. I go from drugstore to
drugstore trying to collect samples, be-
cause I simply cannot afford the cost of
prescription drugs. I wish that the Con-
gress would be in tune with me and
give me back my dignity.
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Then there was the gentleman at the
Jewish senior citizen home in my dis-
trict who stood up and said, You know,
I cannot afford my prescription drugs
anymore. What I am doing is cutting
them in half and taking half of the pre-
scribed dosage. I am 77 years old, and I
am getting older and sicker every day.
I want you to do something about it.
Then he said something that is embed-
ded in the DNA of every part of my
memory bank. He said, Mr. CUMMINGS,
if the Congress does not do something
fairly soon, I will be dead.

We have other people in our districts
throughout the country who are pur-
chasing half of a prescription because
they simply cannot afford the entire
prescription. So I was very bpleased
today to hear and participate as the
Democrats proposed a prescription
drug plan. I know the Republicans have
done the same thing.

The issue now is that this Congress,
Mr. Speaker, must act. There are many
people who are depending upon us to
come up with a reasonable plan so that
they can live. While we are about the
business of protecting our country
against outside forces, we have to
make sure that we do not deteriorate
from the inside. These are people who
have given their blood, sweat, and
tears to lift up this great country; and
they are in their senior years. It is a
time when they should be resting and
relaxing and feeling comfortable about
their lives, but they are coming to a
point where they are not only losing
their dignity, but slowly but surely los-
ing their lives.

So I am hoping, Mr. Speaker, that we
will take the words of those seniors
who are not only in the Seventh Con-
gressional District of Maryland, but
those seniors who are throughout our
entire country waiting and praying
that we will take action.

Last but not least, I have often said,
Mr. Speaker, that we have one life to
live, and that this is no dress rehearsal.
This so happens to be that life. I think
it should be our goal to bring the very
best life to our very, very valued citi-
zens, the very best life that we can.

After all, this is one of the greatest
countries in this world, and we should
treat our seniors in a way that reflects
the greatness of our country.

————
SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. FOLEY) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, let me first
indicate Florida’s pride in the gentle-
man’s being in the chair today. We are
delighted to see the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. KELLER) as Chair of the
House and Speaker pro tempore.

We are also delighted to have a con-
versation today in calm and measured
tones about an issue that is vitally, vi-
tally important, to every American.
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